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Abstract. We consider a nonlinear Neumann elliptic equation driven by a p-Laplacian-type
operator which is not homogeneous in general. For such an equation the energy functional
does not need to be coercive, and we use suitable variational methods to show that the

problem has at least two distinct, nontrivial smooth solutions. Our formulation incorporates
strongly resonant equations.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Let Q C RY be a bounded domain with a C2-boundary 9. We study the following
nonlinear Neumann problem:

—div a (Vu(z)) = f(z,u(z)) a.e. inQ,

Ou =0 on 99, (1.1)
on,

where 8871 = (a(Vu(z)),n(2))gn, with n(-) = (n1(-),...,nn(-)) the outward unit
normal vector on 9. Here a = (a;)¥,: RN — R is a continuous, strictly monotone
map on which we impose certain conditions (see Section 2) to obtain a p-Laplacian
type operator, which unifies several important differential operators. Similar con-
ditions are studied widely in the literature (see Damascelli [5], Montenegro [17],
Motreanu-Papageorgiou [18]). Also, f(z,() is a Carathéodory function, i.e., for all
¢ € R, the function z — f(z,() is measurable and for almost all z € Q, the function

¢ — f(z,¢) is continuous.
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The aim of this work is to prove existence and multiplicity results for problem (1.1),
when the energy functional of the problem is noncoercive. In fact, our hypotheses on
the reaction f incorporates into our framework equations which are strongly resonant
at infinity. Such problems are of special interest, since they exhibit a partial lack of
compactness. Such a result has been obtained in Gasiniski-Papageorgiou [11] for a
Neumann problem driven by the p-Laplacian operator. Here we manage to employ the
methods used in [11] for a much more general class of differential operators, taking
advantage of some of the properties of the p-Laplacian, which this class possesses.

For the problems in which the energy functional is coercive we refer to
Gasiniski-Papageorgiou [12,14] (for the Dirichlet boundary value problem) and to
[13,15] (for Neumann boundary value problems) or to Drébek-Kufner-Nicolsi [7] and
Drébek-Milota [8].

2. MATHEMATICAL BACKGROUND AND THE SETTING
OF THE NONHOMOGENEOUS OPERATOR

In this paper we will denote by (-,)g. the scalar product in RY and by |- | - the
norm given by this scalar product. Also || - || denotes the norm in the Sobolev space
WLP(Q). We will assume that 1 < p < co. We will use the notation of the Sobolev
critical exponent
o= {]\],Vpp it p<N,
400 if p> N.

For the convenience of the reader, we present below the main mathematical tools
which will be needed in the proofs of our results.

Theorem 2.1 (Theorem 5.2.10 of [9]). Let X be a Banach space and let X* be its
topological dual. Suppose ¢ € C1(X) is bounded below and satisfies the Palais-Smale
condition at level ¢ := infx ¢, i.e.

every sequence {xn}n C X such that ¢(x,) — ¢ and ¢'(xz,) — 0 in X*
admits a strongly convergent subsequence.

Then there exists xg € X, such that ¢ = ¢(xp).

To formulate the next result, for ¢ € C*(X) and ¢ € R, we define the following
sets:

¢ ={zeX: ¢(x)<c},

Ky:={zeX: ¢'(x) =0},

Kg = {1: €EKy: ox)= c}.
Theorem 2.2 (Theorem 5.1.13 of [9] (Second Deformation Theorem)). If ¢ € C1(X),
a €R, a<b< +oo, ¢ satisfies the Palais-Smale condition for every ¢ € [a,b), ¢ has

no critical values in (a,b) and ¢~ ({a}) contains at most a finite number of critical
points of ¢, then there exists a homotopy h: [0,1] x (#° \ Kg) — ¢® such that
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(a) B(1,6\ K8) C ¢;
(b) h(t,x) ==z for allt € [0,1], all x € ¢*;
(c) ¢(h(t,z)) < B(h(s,z)) forallt,s €[0,1], s<t, allz € ¢*\ Kg,

Theorem 2.3 (Theorem 1.7 of [16]). Let h: Ry — R be a C*-function satisfying

o<

th!(t
h(g‘)) <cy forall t>0

with some constants § > 0, ¢y > 0. We define

By Wlﬁ(Q) we denote the class of functions which are weakly differentiable in the set
Q with

/ﬁ(|vu|)dz < 0.

Let o < 1, A, Ay, My be positive constants and let @ C RYN be an open set. Suppose that
A= (A1,...,AN): Q x [=My, Mo] x RN — RN is differentiable, B: Q x [—Mq, My] x
RY — R is a Carathéodory function and functions A, B satisfy the following conditions:

(VA(Zlafhy)x,x))RN > (y||) ‘l‘lQ, Y 7é 0N7 (2-13)

9 h(lyl)
a—yin(Z’&y) <SA—F ol y # On, (2.1b)
[A(z1,81,y) — Alz2, &2, 9)[ < Ay (14 A(Jy]) (I21 — 22| + & — &[%), (2.1¢)
[B(z1,&1,9)| < A1 (1 + h(ly)]yl) (2.1d)

for all 21,20 € Q, &1,& € [~Mo, My] and x,y € RN. Then any Wlﬁ(Q) solution u of
divA(z,u, Vu) + B(z,u, Vu) =0 (2.2)

in Q with |u| < My in Q is in CYB(Q) for some positive B depending on o, A, 6, co, N.

Next, let us recall some basic spectral properties of the Neumann p-Laplacian,
which will be useful in the multiplicity results. We say that a number A € R is an
eigenvalue of (—A,, W1P()) if the problem

—div(|Vu(2)[P72Vu(2)) = AMu(2)[P"2u(z) for a.a. z € Q, aa—u =0 on 00
Tp

admits a nontrivial solution u € WP(Q), which we call an eigenfunction correspond-
ing to A\. Here 2% = |Vu|P~2(Vu,n)gn. It is well known that all eigenvalues of
P
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(—A,, WHP(Q)) are nonnegative and the smallest eigenvalue A\g = 0 is isolated and
simple (see Gasinski-Papageorgiou [9]). There are several variational characterizations
of the first nontrivial eigenvalue A\; > Ag = 0 (see for example [1]). The most convenient
for our purposes is the following.

Proposition 2.4. Let 1 < p < oo and define
C(p) = {u e Whr(Q): /|u(z)|p72u(z)dz = 0}.
Q

Then
B [Vulh

= min .
ueC\{0} |Jullp

Moreover, for all u € C, we have the following Poincaré- Wirtinger inequality:
Alfully < [[Vullp. (2.3)
Throughout this paper, the hypotheses on a(y) are the following:

H(a): a: RN — RY is such that a(y) = ao(|y|)y for any y € RN with ag(t) > 0 for
all t > 0 and

(i) ag € C1(0,00), t > tag(t) strictly increasing on (0, 00);
(ii) there exist some constants §,cp,c1,c2,c3 > 0, ¢ € (1,p) and a function
h € C1(0, 00) satisfying

th'(t
h(i)) <c¢y forall ¢t>0, (2.4)

atP ™t <h(t) < et 4+tP7) forall t >0,

0 <

such that

[Va(y)| < cs for all y € RV\{0};

(iii) for all y,& € RN such that y # 0 we have

(Va)e, &))gn > h(||yy|)|£|2;

(iv) the map a: RY — R¥ is strictly monotone, i.e.

(a(z) —a(y),z —y)gy >0 forall z,yeRY z#y.
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We have the following properties of the map a(y).
Proposition 2.5. If hypotheses H(a) hold, then:
(a) the map a: RN — RY is maximal monotone, i.e.
(b—a(y),r —y)gn >0 =b=a(x) forall yeRY;
(b) there exists c4 > 0 such that for all y € RY
la(y)] < eally*=" + lylP~); (2.5)

(c) for all y € RY we have
C1

p—1

(a(y), y)p~y > lyl”. (2.6)

Let Go(t) := fot ao(s)sds and

G(y) = Go(llyl), vyeRY.

Then G is strictly conver, G(0) = 0 and VG(y) = a(y) for y € R¥\{0}. Moreover, for
all y € RN we have

C1
pp—1)
Example 2.6. The following maps satisfy hypotheses H(a):

P < G(y) < callyl? + ly[*). (2.7)

(i) a(y) = |y/P~2y with 1 < p < oo. This map corresponds to the p-Laplacian
operator defined by

Ayu = div(|VulP~2Vau), ue WhHP(Q).
(i) a(y) = |y[P~%y + |y|? %y with 1 < ¢ < p < oo. This map corresponds to the
(p, q)-differential operator defined by
Apu+ Agu, ue WhHP(Q).
(iii) a(y) = (1+]y|?>)®=2/2y with 1 < p < co. This map corresponds to the generalized
p-mean curvature differential operator defined by
div((1 + [Vu>)P=2/2Tu), we WP (Q).

Remark 2.7. The hypotheses H(a) unify the operators from Example 2.6 (i)—(iii),
which are widely examined due to their applications in physics (see, for example,
[3,6]). The motivation for this kind of hypotheses comes from the regularity theorem
of Lieberman (Theorem 2.3): in the case A(z,&,y) = a(y), B(z,§,y) = f(z,£), one
obtains the following form of the assumptions (2.1):

(Va(y)z, 2))gw > "f'yyl')w, Y+ O (2.84)
o h(ly)
\@ai(y)‘ < AW7 y # O, (2.8D)

£ (2,61 < M (1 + R(lyD)ly])- (2.8¢)
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Thus, assuming on the map a hypotheses H(a)(ii)—(iii), we guarantee that for a
suitable reaction term f, all weak solutions of problem (1.1) actually have locally
Holder continuous first derivatives.

Let A: WhP(Q) — WP (Q)* be defined by
(A(w),v) = /Q (a(Vu(z)), Vo(2)))gn dz, u,v € whr(Q), (2.9)

where (-, -) denotes duality brackets for (WP (Q)*, W1P(Q)).

Observe that by Proposition 2.5, the proof of Proposition 3.1 in
Gasinski-Papageorgiou [10] remains valid for hypotheses H(a)(i)—(iv). Thus we have
the following result.

Proposition 2.8. The nonlinear map A: WHP(Q) — WLP(Q)* defined by (2.9) is
bounded, continuous and of type (S)4, i.e., if

up — u  weakly in WHP(Q)

and
lim sup <A(un), Uy — u> <0,
n—-+o0o

then u, — u in WHP(Q).

To deal with the boundary condition in problem (1.1), we use appropriate function
space framework, due to Casas-Fernandez [4].

3. EXISTENCE THEOREM

In this section we will prove an existence theorem for some version of problem (1.1),
whose particular case will be used for the multiplicity result in the next section. Namely,
we consider the following nonlinear Neumann problem:

—diva (Vu(z)) = f(z,u(z)) + h(z) inQ,

Ou =0 on 02, (3.1)
ong

where h € L>°() is such that

/h(z)dz =0 (3.2)
Q

and on f we will impose some hypotheses.
In our work we will consider the following direct sum decomposition of the Sobolev
space W1P(Q)
WP(Q) =RV,
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V = {u € Wl’p(ﬂ) : /u(z)dz = 0}.

Q

where

Hence, every u € WP (Q) admits a unique decomposition
u=r,+u withr, cRandueV.

Due to Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (see for example Gasiniski-Papageorgiou [9, p. 84]),
there exists a constant co(N,p) > 0 such that for every v € V we have

[ollp < co(N, p)[ Vol (3.3)

In particular, ||V(-)||, is an equivalent norm on V.
Before stating the existence result, let us consider the following auxiliary problem:

—diva (Vu(z)) = h(z) in Q,

oy on 9. (34)
ong

Let 1v: V — R be the C'-functional, defined by

Yv) = /G(Vv(z))dz—/h(z)v(z)dz forall veV.
Q Q

Proposition 3.1. Problem (3.4) has a solution vy € VNCY(Q), which is a minimizer
of 1.
Proof. As LP(Q) C L'(€2), there exists a constant & > 0 such that

lollh < éiflv]lp, forall velV. (3.5)
Thus, by virtue of the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (see (3.3) and recall that ||V (-)]],
is an equivalent norm on V') and Propostion 2.5 (see (2.7)), we see that v is coercive:

C1 C1

plp—1) plp—1)
Also, using (2.7), we see easily that v is sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous

(observe that G is strictly convex). Hence, by the Weierstrass theorem, we can find
vg € V such that

P(v) > Vo[l = ellplleol[ollp > IVol[y = érco(N, p)[Vvllp.

Y(vg) = inf {¢(v) : vE VY,
S0
() =0 in V™.
This implies
(A(vo),v) = /h(z)v(z)dz forall veV. (3.6)
Q
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For y € W1P(Q), let us define
1
o) = ()~ o [ )
92N
)
Then v € V. Thus, from (3.6) and (3.2) we have
(Alwn)) = [ )yl
o)
As y € WHP(Q) was arbitrary, we obtain
A(’U()) =h in Wl’p(Q)*.

This implies that vy € V solves (3.4) with vg € L>(Q) (see, for example, Gasiriski-
-Papageorgiou [10, pp. 860-861]).
By the regularity theorem of Lieberman (Theorem 2.3), we have

v €V NCHQ). O

The hypotheses on the reaction term f are the following:

H(f)1: [: Q@ xR — R is a Carathéodory function such that f(z,0) = 0 for almost
all z € Q and

(i) there exist a € L>®(Q)4, ¢5 > 0, r € (p,p*) such that
|f(z,0)] <a(z) +es[¢|"™"  for almost all z € 2, all { € R;
(ii) there exists & € L' (£2) such that
F(z,() <&(z) for almost all z€ Q, all ( € R,

with F(z fo z, 8)ds;
(iii) there ex1sts g € R\ {O} such that

/F(z,cG)dz > 0.

Q
Example 3.2. The following function satisfies hypotheses H(f)1 (for the sake of
simplicity we drop the z-dependence):
T .
P it <1,
£(0) = ]
3 exp(—[¢D sin (5¢) +sen(Q) exp(—[clycos (5¢) i 1] > 1.

In this case the potential function F' is given by

p 1 <
5] it 1¢l<1,

2y~ PPN cos (5¢) if 1cl> 1.

F(¢) =
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Let o: WHP(Q) — R be the C'!'-functional, given by

u) = /G(Vu(z))dz—/F(z,u(z))dz—/h(z)u(z)dz’ ue Whe(Q)
Q Q Q

(the energy functional for (3.1)). For the unique decomposition v = r, + v, with
re € R and v, € V of any u € WHP(Q), we have

P(u) = P(v,) — /F(z,u(z))dz, u€ WHr(Q) (3.7)
Q
(see (3.2)).

Remark 3.3. Hypotheses H(f); incorporate problems which are strongly resonant
at infinity (see Bartolo-Benci-Fortunato [2]). As a consequence, we encounter a partial
lack of compactness in terms of the Palais-Smale condition, i.e. the energy functional ¢
does not satisfy this condition at any level ¢ € R. Thus we need to specify the interval,
in which the Palais-Smale condition is satisfied.

In what follows, let vy € V N C'(Q) be a solution of problem (3.4), which exists by
Proposition 3.1, and also

B = /hmsupF z,()dz < o0 (3.8)
I¢l—=+o0

(see hypothesis H(f)(ii)).
Proposition 3.4. If hypotheses H(a) and H(f); hold and
¢ < P(vg) — B € (—00, +o0],

then ¢ satisfies the Palais-Smale condition at level c.

Proof. Let {u,}n>1 € WHP(Q) be a sequence such that

p(un) — ¢ <¢(vo) — B (3.9)

and
¢ () — 0 in WHP(Q)*, (3.10)

As the sequence {p(uy,)}, is convergent in WP(£), we have that it is bounded by
some constant M; > 0.
Recall that there exists unique r, € R, v, € V such that

Uy =Ty +v, forall n>1. (3.11)
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First we will show that the sequence {v,}, is bounded in W?(Q). Indeed, by (2.7)
(see Proposition 2.5), hypothesis H(f)1(ii), (3.5) and the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality
(3.3), for ég := ¢1¢0(N, p) > 0 we have that

a
My > p(u) > ——— ||V, p—/FZ,undz—/hvndz

> s IVl = €l = el Fenlly forall n 1.
This implies that there exist some constants My > 0, é3 > 0 such that
&l|Vopllp < My forall n>1
(recall that p > 1). Thus
the sequence {vy, }n>1 C WhP(Q) is bounded

(recall that ||V (-)||, is an equivalent norm on V C W1r(Q)).
So, by passing to a suitable subsequence if necessary, we may assume that

vy — 0 weakly in WP(Q),
v, — 0 in LP(Q),
vp(z) — 0(2z) for almost all z € Q.

In particular, for almost all z € {2 there exists m(z) > 0 such that

|vn(2)] <m(z) for almost all z € 2, alln > 1, (3.12)
with m € LP(2).
Claim. The sequence {u,}, C WHP(Q) is bounded.

Aiming for a contradiction, suppose that, passing to a subsequence if necessary, we
have
[[tn|| — +oo.

Using the unique decomposition (3.11), (3.12) and the fact, that the sequence {v,, },, C
WhP(Q) is bounded, we can easily see that this implies

lun(2)| — +oo  for almost all z € Q,

which leads us to the following contradiction:

¥(vo) — B> e =liminf p(u,) = liminf | ¢(vn) — /F(zﬂm(z))dz
Q

zwww—/ﬁmmmemaamZzw@@—a

n—00
Q
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Here we have used the Fatou lemma for functions bounded from below and the fact
that vg is a minimizer of ¥ (see Proposition 3.1). This proves the claim.

As the sequence {u,}, € W1P(Q) is bounded, it admits a weakly convergent
subsequence. So, passing to a subsequence if necessary, we can find u € WHP(Q) such
that

Up, — u  weakly in WHP(Q), (3.13)
U, — u in L"(Q) (3.14)

(recall that r € (p,p*)).

We want to show that u,, — u in WP (Q) by the use of Proposition 2.8. For this
purpose, let us first notice that using our assumption (3.10), we can find a sequence
{en}n C (0,00) such that

< enflw| forall we WhP(Q),

(Atu)ow)= [ 1w )z [ nEeaz
Q )
with &, \, 0. Setting w = u,, — u € WP(Q) we obtain

(Aun),tn —u) — [ f(2,un(2))(un — w)(2)dz — [ h(2)(un — u)(z)dz
‘ ! Q/ (3.15)

<epllun —u|| forall n>1.
As h e L=(Q) C LF(Q) with L + 1 =1, from (3.13) we have

/h(z)(un —u)(z)dz — 0. (3.16)

Q

Also, by H(f)(ii) and (3.14), we obtain

1/r
] [ 1 @) o = )0e| < fan =l | [ 15Dz
Q Q
/7'
< Jtm — ]y / a(2)" " Vdz + e lun|:
Q
< Ms|lun — ull»
(3.17)

with some constant Mz > 0 and 7’ > 1 such that 1 4+ & = 1. Therefore, if in (3.15)
we pass to the limit as n — 400, using (3.16), (3.17) and (3.14) we obtain

lim (A(up), up —u) =0.

n—-+oo
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Thus, by Proposition 2.8, we have that
Uy — u in WHP(Q)

and so we have proven that ¢ satisfies the Palais-Smale condition at any level ¢ <

’lﬂ(vo) — ﬁ D

Having this compactness result, we are ready to state an existence theorem for
problem (1.1).

Theorem 3.5. Let vy € V' be a minimizer of ¢ (see Proposition 3.1). If hypotheses
H(a), H(f)1 hold and

8= /hmsupF Q)dz < /F(z,vo)dz
[¢]—=+o00
Q
then problem (3.1) admits a nontrivial solution u* € C*(Q).

Proof. We are going to apply Theorem 2.1 to our problem. From hypothesis H(f)1(ii),
we have that ¢ is bounded below (see (3.7)).
Set
my = inf {p(u) : we WP(Q)} > —cc. (3.18)

As
00 < my < @(vg) = (vg) /F(z,vo)dz < ¥(vy) — B,

by Proposition 3.4, we have that ¢ satisfies the Palais-Smale condition at level m,,.
Therefore, we can use Theorem 2.1 to find u* € W1P(Q) such that

p(u”) =meg.
Moreover, by hypothesis H(f);(iii), we have that
p(u”) =my < p(cs) < 0= ¢(0),

S0
Also, we have

A(w*) = Ny(u*) + h

and thus u* € C1(Q) (see the proof of Proposition 3.1) is a nontrivial solution
of (3.1). O

Remark 3.6. Observe that hypothesis H(f)(iii) is needed only to guarantee that
u* is nontrivial. (Observe that vy can be trivial if » = 0.)
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4. MULTIPLICITY THEOREM

In this section we prove a multiplicity theorem for problem (1.1) (i.e., we set h =0 in
problem (3.1). To this end we need additional hypotheses on f:

H(f)2: f: @ xR — R is a Carathéodory function, such that f(z,0) =0 for almost
all z € Q, hypotheses H(f)2(i)—(iii) are the same as H(f);(i)—(iii) and

(iv) we have

8= /hmsupF () <0

[¢l=+o0

and there exists 9 € L>=(Q)4, ¥ # 0, such that

0@)§h?£fF§<)

uniformly for almost all z € Q;

(v) we have

F(z,¢) SX

| — 2 |¢]P for almost all z € Q, all ¢ € R,

plp—1)

with Xl > 0 being the first nonzero eigenvalue of the negative Neumann
p-Laplacian and ¢; > 0 as in H(a)(ii).

Example 4.1. The following function satisfies hypotheses H(f)2 (as before, for the
sake of simplicity, we drop the z-dependence):

it ]¢ <1,

fO =9 -
)\161 +p71

p—1 ICIP+2

=[¢rT it ¢ >,

where p < r < p*. In this case the potential function F' is given by

T C1 .
A ——|C|P if |¢] <1,
F(O)=¢ A
Aep+p—1 1 e, r+p .
_hatpol L L, 2ha i [¢] > 1.
i ey d

Now the energy functional : W1P(2) — R is given by

_ /G(Vu)dz— /F(z,u(z))dz, we Whr(Q).

Evidently, § € C! (Wl’p(Q)).
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Theorem 4.2. If hypotheses H(a) and H(f)2 hold, then problem (1.1) has at least
two nontrivial smooth solutions u},us € C1(Q).

Proof. Let vg € V be a minimizer of ¢ (see Proposition 3.1). Since we obtain problem
(1.1) by setting h = 0 in problem (3.1), we have

Vo = 0.
Therefore,

/F(z,vo(z))dz =0>p

(see hypothesis H(f)2(iv)). Thus, we can apply Theorem 3.5 to obtain one nontrivial

smooth solution u} € C1(Q).

The existence of the second nontrivial solution will be shown via the second
deformation theorem (see Theorem 2.2).

First, we prove that ¢ is negative on Bg N R for some R > 0, where

Br={ueW"(Q): |u| <R}.
For any fixed € > 0, we can find § = §(¢) > 0 such that
F(z,¢) > (0(z) —¢)[¢|" for almost all z€Q, all [([<§
(see hypothesis H(f)2(iv)). Then

o(r) = —/F(z,r)dz < |r|p<s|Q|N - /ﬂ(z)dz), r € [-4,0d).
Q

Q

Thus, choosing ¢ € (0, ﬁ [9(z)dz), we have that ¢(r) <0, r € [=6(), 6(¢)] and
Q

max {(r): 7€ BRNR} <0 forall R € (0, (5|Q|]%) (4.1)

Claim. Define

. B 1, . —
I':={yeC(BgNR, W"P(Q)): v\BERmR = Zd|a§an}'
Then
Cg:=inf max ¢(y(v)) >0 forall R>0.
Y€l yeBrNR
Note that

(0BRNR)NC(p) =0 foral R>0.
For every u € C(p) (see Proposition 2.4), we have

¢
p(p—1)

C1

Vau|? — A
IVl ~ R

p(u) >

Jully > 0 (4.2)
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(see (2.7), H(f)2(v) and the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality) and

inf op=0
C(p) 4

(see Gasiniski-Papageorgiou [9, p. 756]). For a fixed R > 0 and arbitrary v € T, let us
define

o(r) = / |7(7‘)|p_2’y(r)dz, r € BRNR = [~Ry, Ry,
Q

1
with Ry := R|Q|} > 0. Then
J(—Ro) < 0 < o(Ry).
(Observe that 0Br NR = {£Ro}.) Thus, by virtue of the Bolzano theorem, we can
find 7 € Bgr N R such that

o@) = [ @ @z =0,

That means
V(7)) € C(p)
and
v(BrRNR)NC(p) # 0.

Thus, from (4.2) we obtain
cr > 0 (4.3)

(recall that v € T’ was arbitrary). This proves the claim.

Set
a=info=pu) <0 and b=¢(0)=0.

By virtue of Proposition 3.4 and hypothesis H(f)2(iv), we have that ¢ satisfies the
Palais-Smale condition for every level ¢ € [a, b].
To obtain a contradiction, suppose that {0, u}} are the only critical points of .

Then
v~ ({a}) = {u7}
and we are able to apply Theorem 2.2. Using (4.1) and the homotopy

B [0,1] % (D" \KY) — ¢
given by Theorem 2.2, we can easily produce a map
Yo: ER NR — Wl’p(Q)

such that -
o(yo(u)) <0 forall we B,NR,
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which implies ¢g < 0 (see (4)), in contradiction with the claim (for details see for
example Gasinski-Papagriorgiou [11]).
Thus, there exists uy € K, such that u3 ¢ {0, u}}. Then

A(uz) = Ny (u3).

That implies that u3 € C'(Q) solves (1.1) (see the proof of Proposition 3.1). Thus we
have proved the existence of two distinct, nontrivial solutions of (1.1), as desired. [
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